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Irish Region member Darren Power turns

(temporarily) pyromaniac on a very hands-on
fire investigation course.

The Park Lodge International Vehicle Fire
Investigation course, held in Tipperary, was
mostly attended by motor assessors from
around the country, with the exception of
two firemen who travelled from Scotland.
The course consisted of two intensive days’
training, the first of which started with

was broken into three
syndicates and we had to
apply the theory to three
previously burnt vehicles:
assessing the seat of the
fire, likely temperatures
and explaining how the fire

classroom based theory on fire investigation. was started and developed
Richard Baker and Chris Low, from Park Lodgbefore being put out. Richard and Chris

International, were very comprehesive in
the delivery of the information, covering
the various fuels found inside vehicles, the
boiling and flashpoints of these fuels and
their potential ignition sources, and gave
examples of accidental and likely collison-
based causes.

did not give up any answers, but asked
very well placed questions so that we
would use the knowledge gained and
come to our own conclusions.

Fire!
On day two we had some more theory on

They also covered vehicle arson methods the availability and identification of evidence
and ran through some of the common
techniques they had come across. Next they recovery of DNA evidence. After that it was

post-fire. Richard and Chris also covered the

Setting fire to a vehicle and examining the
result were all part of the learning process

New knowledge

Personally | felt the course was one of the
best | have ever attended. | thoroughly
enjoyed the two days from start to finish
and walked away with a vast amount

of new knowledge and a completely
different outlook on how to approach fire
investigation. Theory is great, but there

talked about fire development, investigation back to the fire ground, where each syndicate is a lot to be said for the practical side of

methodology, fire scene examination and 9ot to set fire to a vehicle and have another

fire patterns.
of learning as you got to set the fire in one

vehicle and see the fire and its development
The best and most exciting thing for in action, then you got to investigate and
me came next as we went down to the report your findings on another vehicle fire
Salvage Direct yard in Nenagh. The group which was lit only hours before.

Applying the theory
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this course — it really is invaluable. | would

syndicate investigate it. This was a great way definitely recommend the course. | would

also like to give credit to the assessors who
attended the course. Not only did they
display a great willigness to learn, but they
all completed very thorough and accurate
investigations of the fires on the second day.



